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 Jump on the ‘Energy Bus’

‘ Willis Hare
Elementary
kicks off
leadership
program

By HOLLY TAYLOR
Staff Writer

PENDLETON - With an at-
mosphere of positivity and en-
husiasm, the teachers and staff
of Willis Hare were ready to
climb aboard the “Energy Bus”
during their kick-off celebra-

tion on April 19, ‘
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The program itself
will provide training
for the staff on how to
sustain  positivity in
schools through strong
Jeadership” while also
using strategies to de-
velop positive educators
and empower children
to become encouraging
leaders. By creating a
more encouraging envi-

ror;lment, the Program’s
1go S are to improve the
€arning procegs and aca-
demic Success,
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she met Spears at a con-
ference in January. The
elementary school used
a Gofundme account to
raise the money they
needed to implement the
program.

While the program will
officially begin during
the 2017-18 school year,
the teachers and staff
gathered together to cel-
ebrate the “Energy Bus
Big Reveal” after school
on April 12. The event
featured a video message
from author Jon Gordon
and a few words via Sky-
pe from Spears.
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“We're expecting some
big things from you all,”
Spears said after empha-
Sizing the importance of
both student and adult
learning in the leader-
ship program.

Because positivity is
the heart of the Energy
Bus, the kick-off celebra-
tion also featured the
teachers presenting dif-
ferent ways to show their
excitement about the pro-
gram. There was singing

and dancing and cheer- [&

ing all around.

Gaston Middle School’s
band was also in atten-
dance to provide musi-
cal entertainment for the
event.

Northampton County
Superintendent Monica
Smith-Woofter concluded
the event with some posi-
tive words about the new

STAFF PHOTO BY HOLLY TAYLOR

Willis Hare Elementary School staff assembled in the gym last week where they formally
launched the Energy Bus for Schools Leadership Journey program.

Hare’s energy bus are a huge positive impact

“Before we teach, we startingtoturn,andifthe on everyone who passes

haveto inspire,” she said. Big Reveal event is any through the
The wheels on Willis indication, it will leave doors.
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